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Fall is here, with frost and the leaves with their changing colors and another Thanksgiving season is upon us. Sometimes, 
we have a habit of forgetting Thanksgiving as soon as the turkey gets cold and we begin our focus on Christmas. The 
New Testament is bathed in an atmosphere of thanksgiving and gratitude. 

 

In fact, the New Testament begins in thanksgiving with Mary’s song of praise. The life 
of Jesus was savored with gratitude with His prayers offering thanksgiving and the 
writer of Hebrews writes, “…who for the joy set before Him, endured the cross…” The 
theme of thanksgiving continues with the Apostles and the early church and through-
out Paul’s letters as he offered thanksgiving for his friends. 
 

Nearly 40 years ago, a Korean Air jet crashed; there was however a considerable 
lapse before the actual crash. As horrific as it sounds, the passengers had close to an 
hour to prepare. Afterwards, while Korean Air officials went through the debris and 
rubble they found numerous notes scribbled on paper and cocktail napkins offering 

messages of love and thanksgiving for family members left behind. 
 

It is amazing how the really important things so often get pushed aside by the things that really don’t matter. Which, in 
turn begs the question, “how many of the things which occupy most of our day would be worth a single thought in our final 
minutes?” If you had 60 minutes to live, what would you scribble on your napkin? 

 

My Thanksgiving challenge for you is to grab a napkin or a piece of paper and communicate with those who are most im-
portant to you and do so like you have one hour left on this earth. Then sing with gratitude about God’s precious gift of 
grace! 
 

“Thank you, Lord for saving my soul, 
Thank you, Lord for making me whole. 
Thank you, Lord for giving to me 

Thy great salvation so rich and free.” 
 

See you on Sunday, Karl 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion on December 24 at 5:00. 
 

Christmas Day, December 25 there will be a 10:30 only worship service 

with no Bible Study classes that morning. 



 

NOTES FROM MARK 

The season of Advent – the four Sunday before Christmas – begins at the end of this month (November 27).  

We recall during Advent that Mary was approached by an angel and told that she would be the mother of the 

Savior of the world.   

 

Eugene Petersen reflects on that greeting she received from the angel and then, through poetry, ruminates on 

the greetings he receives during the weeks leading up to Christmas.   

 

He certainly offers a unique view of the role of the United States Postal Service and dates himself a bit with the 

price of a first-class postage stamp.  But his words offer a fresh look at mail delivery in general; receiving 

Christmas cards (“annunciations”) in particular; and the general excitement, anticipation and promise Advent 

brings. 

 

Here is his poem, Greetings (from Holy Luck, p. 26): 

 

Greetings 

    Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you! 

    Luke 1:28  

 

My mail carrier driving his stubby white 

Truck, trimmed in blue and white, wingless 

But wheeled, commissioned by the civil service, 

Delivers the Gospel every Advent. 

 

This Gabriel, uniformed in gabardine, 

Unsmiling descendent of his dazzling original, 

Under the burden of greetings is stoical 

But prompt: annunciations at ten each morning. 

 

One or two or three a day at first; 

By the second week momentum’s up, 

My mailbox stuffed, each card stamped 

 

With the glory at a cost of only twenty-two cents, 

Bringing the news that God is here with us, 

First class, personally hand addressed. 

 

I trust your mail carrier, “uniformed in gabardine,” will be 

bringing you the news that “God is here with us” during         

Advent, too.    

 

Under His direction. 

Mark 

CHRISTMAS 
PROGRAM 

 
The Adult and 

Children’s choirs 
will present a  

special Christmas 
program on 
Wednesday,     
December 14 
starting at     
6:30 pm.  A       

reception will   
follow the       
program. 



NEWS FOR PARENTS OF PRESCHOOLERS 

AND SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN 

I can’t believe Thanksgiving is just around the corner.  I love this month because it fo-
cuses on all the things we have to be thankful for!  This time of year, it is easy to talk 
as a family about all the things we are grateful for that God has given us.  I challenge 
families to take a moment each day this month to say a prayer of thanksgiving.  En-
courage your children to think of something new they can thank God for each day.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 4  
PARENT’S NIGHT OUT (6:00-8:30pm) 

An email with details will be sent to the families participating.  
 

NOVEMBER 16 

OCC YOUTH & CHILDREN SHOEBOX PACKING NIGHT 
(6:30-7:30PM) 

The children and youth will be putting together shoeboxes.  
You can bring your items to pack a shoebox and/or bring ex-
tra items to put together shoeboxes as a group.  If you can-
not bring items, please consider bringing a donation to go 
towards shipping.  Each box is about $10 and we need do-

nations to help with each box! 
 

NOVEMBER 27 - FAMILY ADVENT GUIDE 

Families can pick up their 2022 Family Advent Guide on    Sunday morning.  This 
guide will walk families through weekly readings, discussions, and activities to focus 

on Jesus during this busy season. Doughnuts and hot chocolate will be served. 
 

DECEMBER 11 – GINGERBREAD HOUSE DECORATING 

Families will build and decorate a gingerbread house together.  
All the basic materials will be provided, but if you would like to 

“spruce up” your house feel free to bring special candy, icing, or 
whatever fancy items you would like to add.  A pizza lunch will be 
served first.  Please sign-up in the hallway behind the sanctuary 

by December 7th.  
 

Updates and reminders about activities are sent through email 

and posted on our Facebook Group (SBC Kids Connect). 

Lynda  



 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who have helped with our SBC Fall Festival/Trunk of Treats, it was also great to 
have another pumpkin carving Wednesday in youth, and a Sunday night Bible Study in Octo-
ber.  Heading into November, we have a few things to note in Youth.  November 11-12 we will 
have a Fall Retreat at Camp Hanover with times of worship, team-building, high ropes course, 

and fellowship.  Email Justin if your youth is interested to see if a spot is still available 
(jbluntsbc@gmail.com or sbcyouth.info@gmail.com).  We will continue our Wednesday night 

activities through most of November (NO YOUTH/CHILDREN on November 23). 
 

On November 16, we will have a special Operation Christmas Child shoebox packing night.  
Youth will take supplies gathered through the year and that they have brought in to put togeth-
er as many shoeboxes as possible for OCC!  Details on what to bring was sent out in an email, 
youth can bring in their own items to add to a box and/or money to donate towards shipping for 

the boxes (about $10 a piece).  There may be other announcements through November, 
please be sure to contact Justin to be added to the SBC Youth email                                   

sbcyouth.info@gmail.com) or Facebook Group (SBC Fusion). 

A new church directory is being 
planned.  We have one date available 
at this time for photographs.  It will be 

Saturday, January 14, 2023. 

Please make sure to save this date on 
your calendar and be looking for sign-

up sheets in the near future. 

Additional information will be shared 
through upcoming Sunday bulletins 

and monthly newsletters. 

 

During the month of  

November, we will  

collect adult socks for 

Eastern Henrico 

County FISH. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
REMINDER 

Daylight Savings 
Time Ends 

November 6 

 

 

 1 

2:00 VanLear 
Group Meeting 

2 

5:30 Dinner 
6:00 Children’s 
Choir 
6:30 Awanas, 
Youth Activities, 
Adult Choir 
7:00 HIS Group 

Bible Study 

3 

6:00 Singles 

Group Meeting 

4 5 

6 

8:30 Worship 

9:30 Bible Study 

10:30 Worship 

5:00 Experienc-
ing God Study 
Class 

7 

10:00 Note 

Writing Ministry 

10:30 Lowder 
Group Meeting 

11:00 Williamson 
Group Meeting 

 

 

8 

Bosher-Gray 
building in use at 
Henrico County 
Voting Place 

9 

5:30 Dinner 
6:00 Children’s 
Choir 
6:30 Awanas, 
Youth Activities, 
Adult Choir, 
Prayer Meeting 

7:00 HIS Group 
Bible Study 

10 

5:30 Brotherhood 
Meeting 

7:00 Deacons’ 
Meeting 

11 12 

13 

8:30 Worship 

9:30 Bible Study 

10:30 Worship 

10:30 Children’s 
Mission Group 

5:00 Experienc-
ing God Study 
Class 

14 

10:00 Note 

Writing Ministry 

 

15 

 

16 No Dinner 
6:00 Children’s 
Choir 
6:30 Awanas, 
Youth Activities, 
Adult Choir, 
Prayer Meeting 

7:00 HIS Group 

Bible Study 

17 

11:30 Friendly 
Club Meeting 

18 19 

20 

8:30 Worship 

9:30 Bible Study 

10:30 Worship 

5:00 Experienc-
ing God Study 
Class 

21 

10:00 Note 

Writing 

Ministry 

6:30 Men’s 

Basketball 

22 

 

23 

No Dinner 
No Activities 

24 

 

25 26 

27 

8:30 Worship 

9:30 Bible Study 

10:30 Worship 

5:00 Experienc-
ing God Study 
Class 

28 

10:00 Note 

Writing Ministry 

6:30 Men’s 

Basketball 

29 30 

5:30 Dinner 
6:00 Children’s 
Choir 
6:30 Awanas, 
Youth Activities, 
Adult Choir, 
Prayer Meeting 

7:00 HIS Group 

Bible Study 

   

Activity Calendar 

OCC COLLECTION WEEK IN BOSHER-GRAY BUILDING 
(November 14—21) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

Joshua Talley 

2 

Bernard Adams 

Gary Groux 

Bishop Roberts 

Leah Steele 

3 

Karyss Milby 

4 

Sheila Cross 

Rachel McClure 

5 

6 

Larry Pitts 

Thomas Riley 

Jason Rochon 

Aris Thomas 

7 

Joseph Hart 
Thomas Milby 

8 

Bootsie Braswell 
Emma Rose 

9 

Bill Johnson 

10 

Darnell Hailey 

Wayne Pollard 

Sue Rainey 

11 

Liz Allen 

12 

Carolyn Frise 

13 

Krista Allen 

Wayne 

Witherspoon 

14 15 

Judy Clements 

Lynn DiMarco 

16 

Eryn Leyda 

Sue Maham 

Jack Robertson 

17 

Lauren Casillas 

 

18 

John Bivins 

Paul Burke 

Mark Haden 

Donna Loving 

Kathy Robins 

19 

Katie 

Christopher 
Martha Lander 
Lindsey Rose 

Mark Snyder 
David Wilcox 

20 

Elizabeth King 

21 

Marie Ward 

22 

Reta Douglas 

Edward Drake 

Jonathan Nolte 

Charles Taylor 

23 

George Gurney 

Stewart 
Meredith III 
 

24 

Bryson Hamp 

25 

Linda Christian 

Donna Haller 
Ricky Leake 

26 

Mark Blanton 

Sarah Larsen 

Michael Rochon 

27 

Tommy Evans 

Bill Poarch 

28 

Kim Bivins 

Melissa Cottrell 
Debbie Downey 

Kimberli Harris 

Nancy Johnson 

29 

Harold Colwell 
Susan Shaw 

30 

Lauren Heilman 

Jonathan 
Holmes 

Jake Schultz 

   

Birthday Calendar 



   OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 

                 FOOD FOR THOUGHT:   
 

      GOD uses US as instruments for His HOPE. 

           Elizabeth Groff (Shoebox Recipient) 
 

Have you packed your shoebox – or two or three or more??? If not you still 
have time! 
 

Our last Sunday for collecting filled shoeboxes in the sanctuary  is Sunday, 
November 13; however, because we are a drop-off location, you will still have 
an opportunity to bring boxes to the office during office hours or to the Bosher
-Gray Building during the drop-off location hours between November 14 and 
November 20. 

 

♦ A donation of $10 is recommended per box which is critical to cover shipping and other project costs. 
 

 The easiest way to process the $10 is to give online. You can also follow your shoebox destination this 
way. 

 

 Another option to process the $10 is to give by check using the postage-paid envelope that was in-
cluded with the brochure in your box. Just send the envelope with your check in the mail. It is no long-
er necessary to place it in the box. 

 

 

♦ Shoeboxes should not be taped closed. Please place a rubber band around your shoebox. Rubber bands 
are provided in the hallway behind the sanctuary. 

 

♦ You can also Build a Shoebox Online. Visit the Sandston Baptist Facebook page to do this. Look for the 
Build a Shoebox Online message and click on the link. 

 

♦ By filling a shoebox you are planting seeds for the Kingdom of God. Please pray for the child who will re-
ceive your gift. Pray that through your gift, they will come to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

 

Thank you for helping to take the Good News to the ENDS OF THE EARTH! 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Changing Lives – One Shoebox at a Time 
 

GOOD NEWS! GREAT JOY! 



MORE O.C.C. NEWS! 
 

Are looking for some joy in your life? Well, let me tell you where you can come experience it! 
 

In just two weeks, SBC will be welcoming our O.C.C. ministry partners from neighboring church-
es and individual shoebox packers from our community as they bring their filled shoeboxes to 
our Drop-Off Center. Volunteers are needed to greet, unload, 
pray over, and cartonize these Gospel Opportunities. Sign up 
sheets are on the table under the stained glass picture in the 
hallway behind the sanctuary. Our busiest days will be Monday 
11/14 and Sunday 11/20, so those days require the most volun-
teers, but volunteers are needed every day throughout the 
week. This is an exciting week in the life of our church where we 
get to experience the last days of the journey of the shoebox 
gifts as they are transported to Charlotte and then on to the 
uttermost parts of the world! How exciting is that?! And speak-
ing of Charlotte, sign up sheets have been available for the past 
three weeks to sign up to travel with others from our church 
and community 12/2-12/4 to volunteer to process shoeboxes at 
the Charlotte Shoebox Processing Center. Available slots have 
filled quickly. In fact, only four more spots are available to com-
plete our reservation of 18 volunteers! The deadline to commit to this trip is Sunday, November 
6th in order to finalize our travel and lodging arrangements. After that time, any unfilled reser-
vations will be released back to the Processing Center in order that those on a waiting list may 
have the opportunity to serve. Please contact Jean Jones with any questions:  
jonezee51@gmail.com or (804) 737-2233.  

 

BROTHERHOOD NEWS 
 

We invite men of all ages to come and join your brothers in Christ for fellowship and service. We have several ongoing 
ministries which we support and are seeking you to help support and receive the blessings from doing so.  
 

Our next monthly meeting is November 10th at 5:30 p.m.  We had 12 in attendance last month and hope to exceed that 
for November.  There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway for this dinner meeting or you may email Harold at                    
colwelh@yahoo.com 

 

We will be making breakfast for the homeless ministry at Oregon Hill Baptist Center on November 10. 
 

We continue to deliver donuts to the Sitter and Barfoot Veterans Center and they are very appreciative. 
 

Our Prison Ministry is going well.  The men are so grateful for Sandston Baptist to come and do this for them. Contact 
Charles Hankins if you have interest in this ministry. 
 

We will be preparing a dinner for the Liberation Homeless Veterans Home on November 17th. 
 

Something new is that the Brotherhood is sponsoring 2 children from  Nicaragua. 
 

We will need men to sign up to help out with deliveries in November for the Shoebox Ministry. 
 

For any information about the above ministries, contact Greg Martin 

at 804-687-6121 or Harold Colwell at 804-916-0457. 

The Singles Group will meet at Riverbound Café in 

Mechanicsville on Thursday, November 3 at 6 pm. 

The Friendly Club will meet at Roberto’s Restaurant 

on Thursday, November 17 at 11:30 a.m. 


