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During the month of June, we will collect canned lima beans 

and canned carrots for Eastern  Henrico  County FISH. 

Everywhere you look there is change! While preparing for Mildred Taylor’s funeral I could not help 
but think of the changes in her lifetime. She was born in the time that the 
Wright brothers were climbing the dunes at Kitty Hawk with a dream of 
flying like the birds. Now 108 years later change takes place on a daily 
basis and often at a “breakneck pace”. 
 
It is estimated that 300 churches will close every week. By that I don’t 
mean 300 will die but will close! Many are already dead or at the least on 
life support and either don’t know it or refuse to acknowledge it. So, what 
do we do to avoid becoming a statistic in the ecclesiastical graveyard? 
Short answer- CHANGE!! 
 
Don’t get excited, I’m not talking about changing doctrine or changing 

God’s word. But, the church needs changes or death will come sooner or later. So, what changes? 
 

• Stop whining about the death of cultural Christianity! People no longer come to church because 
they think it makes them culturally accepted. Throw away the adage “they know where we are…” 
and embrace Great Commission  Christianity. The latter is about going (“as you are going, make 
disciples…”) 

• Stop seeing the church as a place of comfort and stability in the midst of rapid change. Sure we 
find comfort in the church but don’t expect the church to not change methods, approaches and 
man-made traditions. We have to learn to be uncomfortable in the world if we are going to make 
a difference. 

• Get rid of the entitlement mentality. The church isn’t a country club where you pay your dues for 
certain perks and privileges. It is a gospel outpost where you put yourself last! Be willing to die 
for the sake of the gospel. 

• Stop liking the idea of evangelism and start doing evangelism. Ask God every day to give you 
opportunities. 

• Stop focusing on minor issues and stop “shooting our own”. How the enemy must love it when 
we focus on non-essential things for months and turn on those with whom we disagree.  

• Eliminate “some” words from your vocabulary. What “some” words? Somebody, someday, 
sometime, something… You end up with “Somebody should do something about that sometime 
someday”! The result? Guaranteed zero action! There is one “some” word we should keep - 
Somehow. Then the conversation becomes, “How on earth on earth will we do this?”… “I don’t 
know, but somehow we’ll figure it out.” 

 
I am happy to say that our church is healthy but all around us the need is urgent and it can be     
contagious.  
 

See you on Sunday, Karl 
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Summer is getting close.  And summer means – Vacation Bible School (VBS)!!!!  What a great theme we have 
this summer – Galactic Starveyors.  I know the children (and adults) will enjoy all the action and exciting 
Bible stories and lessons that will accompany this theme as they discover that the God who created everything 
there is -- the knowable and the unknowable, the visible and the invisible -- wants a relationship with them 
(Colossians 1:15-16). 
 
Jennifer Schmid, our VBS Director, is hard at work assembling her leadership team and recruiting volunteers to 
work with the children.  She is still in need of more workers (teachers and assistant teachers, crafts and recrea-
tion workers, food service staff, helpers of all kinds).   
 
So, can you help?  Will you help?  Please consider sharing a part of your summer with the children who attend 
our Galactic Starveyors VBS.  We and the children really do need you.  VBS information for children and for 
adult volunteer workers is located elsewhere in this newsletter and on our web site. 
 
Throughout the summer I ask that you remember and pray for those who are at work serving God here at 
Sandston Baptist Church.  All summer long our Bible Study/Sunday School teachers will be preparing and pre-
senting their weekly lessons.  The adult choir, Praise Team, PowerPointers, AV team and others will be working 
each week to be sure they are well-prepared for Sunday morning worship.  Extended Session workers, commit-
tees and teams, our Deacons and Deaconesses, the tellers and many others will be making sure their work is 
handled appropriately and in a timely manner.  And, of course, our VBS Galactic Starveyors will be here the 
end of July “Searching the Visible, Discovering the Invisible.”   
 
I’m sure all of these people (and the many more who do much behind-the-scenes work) appreciate the prayers 
offered on their behalf.  We are truly blessed to have so many people willing to serve us – even in the summer. 
 
Now, let me get my telescope set up so I’ll be ready to search the skies with our Galactic Starveyors. 
 

Under His Direction,   Mark 

Summer Singing With 
The Adult Choir 

 
If you would like to sing with 

the Adult Choir during the 
10:30 service this summer, 

please let a choir member or 
Mark Poland know.  We’ll tell 

you about the summer rehears-
al schedule and be sure you get 
a set of the music that we will 

be singing. 

Wednesday Evening Bible 
Discipleship Study 

 
We are already planning for our Wednesday evening 

Bible/Discipleship studies for 2017-2018 that will 
begin in September.  If 

you have suggestions for 
a topic to cover or if you 
are willing to lead a ses-

sion, please let Mark    
Poland know. 



June News for Families with Preschoolers 

and Elementary-Aged Children 

      We have had so much fun this spring! We completed 6 blankets and 12  
      butterfly hugs for Operation Inasmuch, sung at both services on  
      Mother’s Day and had a yummy breakfast at Muffins for Mom!  Thank  
     you to all families who participated, assisted and helped organize the events!   
     We have a busy summer ahead and upcoming events are listed below! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Donuts with Dad - Sunday, June 18th at 9:30 - Dads of preschool and elementary aged children are invited to have 
some donuts with us in the Bosher Gray Building!  See you there! 
 
Summer Camp 2017 - Pool Party: Make a Splash for Jesus is June 25-27th.  Detailed information will  be sent home 
with all students who are registered over the next few weeks.  Final payment of $75 per child is due by June 15th.   
 

SWAG Jr.  - Summer Wednesday Activities with God Jr. (AKA chil-
dren entering 1st - 6th grades) will resume on Wednesday, June 28th 
from 6:30 - 8:00pm.  We have a fun, interactive summer planned with 
activities that they love while worshipping God.   

 
Positive Thoughts for Parents 

With summer upon us, I know your children (and YOU!)  are excited for 
some much needed down time.  Summer tends to be our time to re-
charge, reorganize, and relax!  Many of us will vacation at the beach, 

mountains, tropical locations, or maybe just a have a “staycation”!  
Whatever you do, make sure to make memories, laugh, and give each 
of you something to talk about later in life.  Without even knowing, you 
are laying the solid foundation of faith, family, and the importance of a 

life rooted in God’s word.   
1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us. 

 
Jodi  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Sunday, July 23, 2017 through Thursday, July 27, 2017 from 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. nightly 

The theme this year is “Galactic Starveyors:  Discovering the God of the Universe” 
 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 
You can also register children to participate in this year’s VBS online at 

www.sandstonbaptist.org.   Children age 4 through rising 6th graders are eligible to attend.   We can’t 
wait to see them at VBS!  Invite your friends and neighbors to come as well.  It is going to be awesome and exciting! 
 
VBS SCRIPTURE: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For everything was created by 
Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities – all things have been created through Him and for Him.  Colossians 1:15-16 
 
VBS MOTTO: Searching the Visible, Discovering the Invisible 



Currently some of our ladies are involved in the study of a book called “Having a 
Mary Heart in a Martha World”.  This story is found in Luke 10:38-42. While it is a 
story of two women, the lessons we are learning could certainly apply to all of us who 
find ourselves to be “too busy”. 
 
Martha set out to prepare the best possible meal for Jesus and his disciples, while 
Mary chose to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen to his teaching. Martha’s frustration seems 
to get the best of her and she asks Jesus to tell Mary to come and help her with the 
preparations. This was Jesus’ response: “Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset 
about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, 
and it will not be taken from her.” 

 
Martha’s choice was filled with good intentions, but Mary’s choice was filled with Jesus. Martha was so focused on the 
busyness that she missed the opportunity to spend time with Jesus, while Mary, longing to know more about Him, chose 
to sit at his feet and listen to his teaching. 
 
Jesus said that Mary chose the better part. She chose to get to know her God intimately through the teachings of Jesus.  
 
This is not a story of right or wrong, but rather it is a story of needing to find a balance between the busyness of life and 
intimacy with God. 
 
We are approaching a very busy time of year. School is almost out, vacation time is here, summer sports are in full 
swing. We can become frustrated and overcome with “many things”, missing the opportunity to learn from Jesus. Or we 
can choose to make time in the midst of our busyness for “the better” part (an intimate relationship with God) that cannot 
be taken away.  Finding that balance is an important part of the Christian life. 
 
In the words of Warren Weirsbe, “Blessed are the balanced.” 
 
See you in Bible study!  Bonnie Abernathy, Sunday School Director 

Do you find yourself by mid-week in a spiritual slump or a social de-
sert?  With everyone “Facebooking” or “Tweeting”, do you miss the 

social interaction of meeting for actual 
conversation – that’s “talking” for those 
who have lost the art but wish to regain it. 
 
A couple of weeks ago Karl mentioned 
small groups in his morning message.  In 
many areas, the modern church is utilizing 
small groups to promote growth, numeri-
cally, spiritually and socially.  People who 
would never dare set foot in a church on 

Sunday morning - for fear of having to read a Bible verse and try to 
pronounce Mephibosheth or Jehoshaphat, or be met with words such 
as justification, redemption, sanctification or, well you get the idea - 
are more liable to join a small group if invited by a friend.   
 
Small groups, by definition, are 10-12 people who share commonality 
and commit to meeting together for fellowship, inspiration, and learn-
ing.  Small groups can be comprised of 5 or 6 couples studying a top-
ic of interest or a Bible study, or singles and couples, or singles only.  
A small group can look like whatever you want it to look like. 
 
If the idea of a small group sparks some interest in you, either host-
ing, facilitating, or just attending, we would like to help you with some 
guidelines and ideas.  A signup sheet will be posted in the back hall-
way.  If you are interested in just getting some more information on 
small groups, sign up.  We will schedule a meeting to provide you 
with more than you ever wanted to know about small groups. 

WMU News 

We are in the last month of collecting 

Campbell’s soup labels.  If you have any 

lying around that you haven’t turned in, 

please do so as soon as possible.  As of 

July, this program will be phased out by 

Campbell’s corporate. We appreciate all 

who have faithfully given your labels over 

the past several years. As a result of your 

clipping and saving, Camp Alkulana   

received many needed items for their  

summer camp programs for inner city 

youth.  We will continue to collect pull 

tabs, as this is an ongoing project to    

support the Ronald McDonald house.  

There is a table in the back hallway near 

the restrooms where you may deposit your 

labels and pull tabs. Thank you!! 



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 

"If you give, you will receive. Your gift will return to you 
in full measure, pressed down, shaken together to 
make room for more, and running over.”  Luke 6:38 

NLT  Are we not to give from the overflow we experi-
ence when we are in the center of God’s will for our 

lives?  What enormous joy we should experience just 
knowing and understanding what an impact our small 
shoebox gifts will have on a child’s life and many oth-
ers in their communities!  As you continue to gather 

items for your shoebox packing for the upcoming sea-
son, (only 218 days until National Collection Week!), 

suggested items for June are: TOYS!! dolls, jump 
ropes, yoyos, kazoos, harmonicas, balls of all kinds, 

etc.  Just a reminder of three changes in our giving for 
this year. 1) NO CANDY 2) NO TOOTHPASTE 3) 

Suggested donation per shoebox $9*  (The $9 do-
nation not only helps to cover the shipping of the 

shoeboxes, but is also used for the printing of “The 
Greatest Story” and “The Greatest Journey”, the disci-
pleship materials given to the children and Bibles that 
are given to children who complete the “The Greatest 
Journey” program.  Thank you for your faithfulness to 
O.C.C and for being a part of “The Greatest Journey”.  
Our prayer is that you will commit to participating this 
year by giving your first box or considering giving one 
more than you gave last year.  Whatever you decide 

to do, do it with joy and from the overflow of your heart 
in remembering all that Christ has done for you.  After 
all, this is the heart of this ministry; not the toys, 

school supplies, hygiene items, but the doors that are 
opened to allow the sharing of the Gospel message of 
Jesus Christ using the shoebox as the means to the 

end. 
 

“Good News, Great Joy”  
Brenda Crain and Jean Jones 

BROTHERHOOD NEWS 
 
Brother Ministry & Fellowship Opportunities 
On the Biblical premise that all men (males) in Sandston 
Baptist Church are witnesses of the love shown by Jesus 
Christ, Brotherhood is working toward ministry opportuni-
ties to church members and our community. Opportuni-
ties are almost unlimited in ways that men can serve our 
Lord without extensive commitments of their time (less of 
you and me, while more of us).  
 
What follows is some of those opportunities, especially 
new opportunities available to men of all ages: 
 
�(New) Coffee & Doughnut visitation of veterans 
Tuesday, June 13th at Veterans Administration (VA) 
Sitter & Barfoot rehabilitation center (where Mike Har-
diman is)… just be yourself and available to Christ to 
appreciate and encourage veterans, many there for long 
term stays (such as Mike). Sign-up sheet(s) and details 
forthcoming. Use of church bus will minimize parking 
limitations. Questions? Ask Bill Fisher, Bob Rainey, 
Sandy Lambert.  

 
�(New) Cruise-In Saturday, July 15th, a display of 
show cars belonging to SBC members and others ln our 
community, Richmond area and maybe beyond. This 
potentially repetitive event can attract men & women to 
SBC who might not otherwise come near a church, 
while giving participants, church members, and those 
passing by an interesting assortment of high-end cars, 
muscle cars, antique cars, and customized cars on the 
Williamsburg Road side of the church. Questions? Ask 
Bill Fisher, Ron Molnar, Bob Rainey and Jimmy Burton. 
More details forthcoming.  

 
�(New) The Way, individual volunteering hands-up (not 
hand-out) ministry here in Sandston on Williamsburg Rd 
(look for their sign next door to old pharmacy). Ques-
tions? Ask Greg Martin.  

 
�Tool Box ministries currently undertaking building 
handicapped ramps. 

 
�Stop Hunger On the Weekends delivery (on Friday 
school days) of snack foods packed by SBC members. 

 
�FISH donation monthly deliveries to FISH on       
Laburnum Ave. (but not on Fridays). 

 
�Oregon Hill Quarterly Homeless Persons Breakfast 
cooking for and serving 45-105 persons on 2nd      
Thursdays in August, November, February and May. 

 
�Monthly Brotherhood meetings 
 
 
.  

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Offerings    05/07/17 ................ $  18,844.22 
                   05/14/17 ............... $   10,531.57 
                   05/21/17 ................ $  15,451.92 
Offerings (May) ........................ $  46,521.88 
Offerings to Date ...................... $241,218.65 
Weekly Needs .......................... $  13,015.36 
Needs To Date ......................... $273,315.81 
 

UNIFIED MISSION UPDATE 

Unified Missions (to date) ........ $  10,279.00 
Unified Missions Goal .............. $  35,000.00 
UM Weekly Needs ................... $       673.08 
Needs to Date ......................... $   14,134.62 
 
Free To Serve (May) ............... $       430.00 
                         (to date) .......... $  54,469.00 



Activities Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

EVERY SUNDAY 
8:30 

Contemporary 
Worship 

9:30 Bible Study 
10:30 

Traditional  
Worship 

   1 
6:30 Singles 
Group Meeting 

2 3 

4 
5:30 Prison 
Ministry 

5 
6:30 Men’s  
Basketball 
6:30 Lowder 
Group 
6:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

6 
10:00 Lutie Sud-
dith Group 
2:00 VanLear 
Group 
7:00 Williamson 
Group 

7 
6:30 Prayer 
Meeting 
7:30 Adult Choir 

8 
6:00 Brotherhood 
Meeting 

9 10 

11 
10:15 RA and GA 
Meetings 

12 
6:30 Men’s 
Basketball 
6:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

13 
 

14 
6:30 Prayer  
Meeting 
7:30 Adult Choir 

15 
10:30 Friendly 
Club Meeting 

16 17 
Youth leave for 
mission trip in 
South Carolina 

18 
“Father’s Day” 
9:30 - Donuts 
With Dad 
 

19 
6:30 Men’s 
Basketball 
6:30 Women’s 
Bible Study 

20 21 
6:30 Prayer 
Meeting 
7:30 Adult Choir 

22 
 

23 24 

25 
 

26 
6:30 Men’s  
Basketball 

27 
10:00 CCW and 
Quilters Joint 
Meeting 

28 
6:30 Kids’ 
Activities 
6:30 Prayer 
Meeting 
7:30 Adult Choir 

29 30  

YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO SOUTH CAROLINA: JUNE 17 THROUGH 23 

CHILDREN’S SUMMER CAMP: JUNE 25-27 



Birthday CalendarBirthday CalendarBirthday CalendarBirthday Calendar    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Bill Leyda 
Velma Morgan 
E’Beth Watts 

2 
Doris Ball 
Brianna Orton 
Hylton Young 

3 
Mary Blaylock 
Judy Christopher 
David Loving 
Jim Middleton  
Holly Paige 
Wain Sohn 

4 
Mildred Ammons 
Stephen Bowling 
Joyce Hardisty 
Belle Philyaw 

5 
Rebecca Fields 
Kelsey Meredith 
Linda Tiller 

6 
Roy Carroll 
Judy Murphey 

7 
Johnnie Pennell 
Madison Schmidt 
Karen Skapin 
Mary Ellen Tiller 

8 
Lisa Bolen 
Jamie Marshall 
James Vanscyoc 

9 
Julie Boggs 
Bea Muncy 
Kathleen Tucker 
T.C. Williams 

10 
David Hart 
Deborah Lloyd 
Cristina Muncy 
Jan Snow 

11 
Andrew Hare 
Joshua Larsen 
Zane Schultz 

12 
LeAnna Blake 
Bernard Blunt 
J.R. Boggs 
Jane Wade 

13 
Tracy Applewhite 
Roy Coffey 
Shelley Gravatt 
Steve Hudson 
Marie McLaughlin 
Amy Milby 

14 
David Cole 
Lewis Heilman 
Kristin Meredith 
Tracy Persica 
Katie Snead 

15 
Dane Steele 

16 
Randy McKay 
Ellen Weaver 

17 
Kim Hart 
MacMcPhail 

18 
Jodi Bailey 

19 
Hunter Berberich 
Joseph Davis 
JoAnn Pearson 

20 
Linda Osby 
Natalie Robinson 
Roberta Sangster 

21 
Shelly Hunkele 
Crystal Richmond 

22 
Robert Hughes 

23 
Madison  
DeProfio 
Michelle Hunt 

24 
Kathleen  
Adamson 
Michael Loving 
Nancy Watts 

25 
Leigh Harcum 
Erica Rochon 
Jennifer Spence 

26 
Megan Childress 
Trish Smith 

27 28 
Johnnie King 
Charlotte Propst 

29 
Samantha  
Burnett 
Sandi Farmer 
Barry Martin 

30 
Paula Salyers 

 



 GRADUATES 
COLLEGE 

Alex Austin - VCU 
Sarah Gurney - VCU 
Levi Morgan - VCU 
Mackenzie Mantlo - Longwood 
Virginia Cora Emilyne Peterson - Longwood 
Aris Thomas - Morrison’s Education Center 
Kevin Wilborn - New College of Florida 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 
Alyssa Rae Askew - Lee Davis 

Meaghan Comer - Atlee 
Bailey Cordle - Lee Davis 
Lindsey McKim - Varina 

Cristina Muncy - Collegiate School 
Sho Nakagawa - Lee Davis 
Jesse O’Neil - Henrico 
Sam Pace - Hanover 

Kayla Palmore - New Bridge Academy 
Bobby Richmond - Varina 

Madison Schmidt - St. Gertrude’s 

 

The Buzz…   Busy Bees Learning Center 
SUMMER OFFERINGS AT BBLC: 

Summer Session: 2.5-5 year-old  
 Monday-Friday    $85 8:00-12:30 half-day; $115 7:30-5:30 whole day.  
 M-W-F $55 8:00-12:30 half-day; $75 8:00-5:30 whole day. 
 Weekly Themes: Creation (5 weeks), Happy Birthday USA, Buggy Bugs 
 Weekly activities: Sandston Pool, Library Time, Story Time, Field Trips, Soccer Shots 
 
Fun with the Son Summer Camps: Ages: 2.5-5     

 Monday-Friday: $85 8:00-1:00 half-day  
 Themes will include: God’s Glorious Garden: July 10-14, Rooted in God: Aug: 7-11     
ENROLLING FOR THE FALL SEMESTER: 
We are currently enrolling for the fall semester for Pre-School (2-5) and After-school (K-5).  Prayerfully consider making 

BBLC your child’s Christ-centered learning experience.  BBLC does not offer drop-in services.        Complete a 
registration form located on our website or stop by for a visit.  If you are interested in learning more information 
about any of these summer programs or camp or fall enrollment, please contact us at                 busybees-
learn@yahoo.com or visit our website: http://www.busybeeslearn.weebly.com or call 737-2171. 

 
Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 

 

In His service, Margaret  

Summer is upon us!  Please make sure 
you are part of our youth group mailing 
list, sbcyouth.info@gmail.com or our 
youth group   Facebook page (SBC-
Fusion) to get updates on youth events 
throughout the summer. 
 
Our youth group will be traveling to   

Horry County, SC the week of June 17 - 23.  Be in prayer for 
the youth and chaperones as we prepare for the week and 
while we are there.  Youth will be working on homes in the  
Horry County area as well as having devotion and worship time 
each evening.  Your prayers and support are much appreciat-
ed!  If you wish to support us in other ways, snacks for the 
week or money to help out youth attending are always appreci-
ated.  Please let Justin know (jbluntsbc@gmail.com). 
 
Our SBC Youth Group and I thank Ray Crostic and the Sand-
ston Baptist Bowling teams for their support and donation to-
ward our mission trip.  Their support this year and in the past 
has been extremely beneficial in helping our youth go on our 
mission trips.  Thank you so much for your continued support! 
 
June 28th will be the return of SWAG (Summer Wednesday 
Activities w/ God) will include Bible study and  fun group      
activities such as visiting Dorey Park, Jumpology, Water 
Games, Pizza and a Movie, and more! Look for emails from 
Justin for updates on upcoming events.  Remember  SBC 
Youth is also on Twitter and Instagram, so follow us for       
updates @sbcfusion.  Congrats to all the 2017 Graduates! 

RA CAMPOUT—All RA’s and their dads are     

invited to the campout scheduled in July.  Please 

sign-up ASAP as reserva ons will be made soon 

and we want to include YOU!  Sign-up sheet and more info is   

available on the table in the hallway behind the sanctuary. 


